
CROWAN PARISH MEETING 
NOTES OF THE PARISH MEETING 

HELD IN THE PARISH ROOMS, CROWAN 
ON THURSDAY, 14th MAY 2015 @ 7.15pm 

Minutes of Council Meetings are available to view on www.crowan.org.uk; on the Crowan and 
Leedstown Notice Boards; on Nancegollan and Townshend Village Hall Notice Boards and in Praze 

Post Office. 
Members 
Present: 

Cllr. Muriel (Chairman) Cllr. Brown Cllr. Christophers 
Cllr. Henwood Cllr. Dr. Jenkin (PC/CC) Cllr. Parnell 

 Cllr. Tripp Cllr. Webb  
Members of 
the Public: 

Mr Pearce Miss Pearce Ms Sally Martell 
Mr Bott Mr Graham Morgan Ms Rachael Rodda 

In Attendance: Mrs Thompson (Clerk)   
    

Minute AGENDA ITEMS Action 

PM1/2015  Apologies for Absence – Cllrs. Roberts and Smith (both on leave).   

PM2/2015  Crowan Parish Council, Chairman’s Report – Cllr. Muriel. 

This is my third and final report as your Chair. Each year the preparation 
for the report is a time to reflect and observe the work done and 
challenges met.  

Planning takes a lot of our time and deliberations, it is important that our 
local knowledge is consulted. We considered 50 planning applications in 
the last 12 months and our decisions to support or object were mainly 
agreed by the Planning Authority. Last year we were proactive in a 
Planning Appeal in our Parish and contributed toward another in a 
neighbouring Parish. On both Appeals the Inspector noted that informed 
and well thought points had been made by us which was sufficient that 
many of the conditions we asked for were granted, this also resulted in 
costs not being awarded against Cornwall Council. 

Crowan Neighbourhood Development Plan is progressing, we obtained 
our grant funding and the Public Survey was sent out in March which we 
had a very good return of approximately 25%, with some interesting 
points and issues which have been summarised. We have been joined 
on the Steering Group by several members of the Public which will 
facilitate the Plan process. We are starting the Public Presentations this 
Summer in each of the settlements and will analyse the results later in 
the year. This is important for the future of the Parish, a well informed 
and presented Development Plan will define what we want for our 
future.  

After long debate and negotiations the Public Toilets in Praze were re-
opened in July on a 99 year lease basis. We have received a positive 
response to this decision; myself and Cllr. Brown are monitoring the 
annual costs to be able to provide an accurate costing and plan for 
Parish Council after Year 1, to consider our option to purchase the 
freehold from Cornwall Council. During the renovations, a room was 
created behind the toilet facilities which Cllr. Brown and I were tasked to 
furnish and equip to provide a small meeting room in the village which is 
already proving useful and we hope this facility will be available in the 
future for the public to hire. In the climate of closure of Public toilets it 
has proved to be a wise decision by the Parish Council to take the lease 
and manage the building. 

 

http://www.crowan.org.uk/


Another purchase was the freehold of Leedstown Playing Field and as 
the owners we are now keenly investing in new signs, fencing, benches 
and plan to provide quality new play equipment. This is a valuable asset 
for Leedstown, a play area for children in the village, at a time when 
developers are taking prime land at unmatchable prices, this was 
another wise choice that we made for Leedstown and the Parish 
forever. 

Our Amenities Committee have continued to manage the other Playing 
Fields which is no small task. Constantly monitoring them and ensuring 
the football fields are pitch standard takes a lot of work and 
management of the contractors. We constantly monitor the safety 
issues surrounding public areas and have made what is often expensive 
necessary repairs. Cllr. Ward has ably overseen improvements at 
Nancegollan Changing rooms along with new signs and benches 
installed at the Playing Field. Cllr. Smith is managing a grant application 
for new play equipment at Praze which is much needed.  

Crowan Parish should be proud of our footpaths and bridlepaths, the 
Public Rights of Way Committee have continued to keep the standard of 
maintenance high on the budget we have, to ensure walkers and riders 
can enjoy the countryside and make those historical walks. The first of 2 
booklets of local walks has been published and distributed. The 2nd is in 
the pipeline. 

Every year the Parish Council hosts the Remembrance Service at the 
Memorial in Praze. Last year we had the Memorial professionally 
cleaned and a Townshend Parishioner privately paid for the Memorial in 
Townshend to be cleaned so we maintain the public memory of the men 
of Crowan who gave their lives. 2014 was particularly sad as in April we 
had the tragic loss of Cpl James Walters of Horsedowns who was killed 
on active service in Afghanistan; the Military Funeral took place in 
Crowan Church which was attended by over 200 military personnal, 
local dignitaries and the Lord Lieutenants’ Deputy represented the 
Queen. Many members of the Parish Council attended and we worked 
jointly with Cornwall Council, the Military and Funeral Director to ensure 
the Parish gave a very dignified and professional Funeral in our small 
Parish which was watched and heard far beyond our Parish boundary. 
On 26th April 2015 I joined the Walters’ family and represented Crowan 
Parish Council at the first anniversary of James’ death at the Sunday 
Service in Crowan. 

Every year we receive requests from Charities and Organisations both 
Local and National for donations and grants which we consider. Tthis 
year we have given varying amounts of money to Home Start, Cornwall 
Air Ambulance, Cornwall Blind Association, Penwith Volunteer Bureau 
and CRUSE Bereavement Care. 

We have also given grants toward the important and much needed 
maintenance of the Parish Churchyards and Cemeteries in Crowan, 
Nancegollan and Townshend. We contributed towards the new kitchen 
at Nancegollan Village Hall. 

I keep being asked what do you do on Parish Council? I reply ‘well we 
meet once a month and make sure everything is running smoothly in the 
Parish’. But when I look at my report I see the result of our meetings 
and work. In the Neighbourhood Development Plan, Cllr. Smith and I 
pulled out several points that Parishioners are raising, more play 
equipment wanted, keep the footpaths tidy, keep the toilets open which 
are all things we are doing already...we, Crowan Parish Council, are 
understanding what the people who live here want and to our best 
efforts we are delivering them already. 



One achievement which I am particularly proud is that Crowan Parish 
Council is visible and via our website Parishioners can view our work 
and progress. We keep our notice boards updated and our editorial in 
the Chronicle is very well received. This is important as we live in a 
climate of social awareness and we have much to share. Parishioners 
should be proud that we are meeting the challenge of producing a 
Neighbourhood Plan, I know there are many Parishes that wish to 
initiate their own Neighbourhood Development Plan but do not have the 
people to shoulder the responsibility. 

Without a doubt, our Parish Council is a team, each of us brings skills 
and experience which are invaluable and when joined together are the 
reason we are able to achieve what we do. I have been privileged to 
serve as your Chair, it was not a role I sought when I joined the Parish 
Council, nor was it one I thought I would be particularly good at but I 
have endeavoured to understand the issues as they arose, to be 
diplomatic when needed, use my skills when appropriate and represent 
you well when required. I have enjoyed the ceremonial duties of 
switching on Christmas lights and judging cakes which has enabled me 
to engage in the community. Each month I have enjoyed the 
camaraderie of our meetings, although I have been in the gender 
minority I have always received respect and you all have made my role 
easier and I would like to thank you all now and our regular Public 
attendees. I would like to thank Cllr. Henwood for his strong support as 
Vice Chair and finally Gillian, who has given me total support and 
commitment as Clerk. I will now join the backbenchers a wiser and 
better person for this experience. I wish Crowan Parish Council the very 
best for the future.  

PM3/2015  Reports from other organisations –   

 a. None.   

 
 

Signature: ……………………………………………… (Cllr. Henwood) 
       Chairman 
 
Date:  11th June 2015 


	Action
	a. None. 
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