Crowan Parish Council
MINUTES OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD IN THE PRAZE INSTITUTE
ON WEDNESDAY, 23rd JULY 2014 @ 7pm
Minutes of Council Meetings are available to view on www.crowan.org.uk; on the Crowan and Leedstown
Notice Boards; on Nancegollan and Townshend Village Hall Notice Boards and in Praze Post Office.
Present:
In Attendance:

Cllr. Henwood (Chairman)
Cllr. Smith
Mrs Thompson (Clerk)

Ref. No.

Cllr. Christophers
Cllr. Ward

Cllr. Roberts

Agenda Item

Action

Chairman’s Welcome and Public Forum – the Chairman welcomed those
present.
Members met with representatives from Praze and the St Ives Mariners
Football Clubs, who will be using the Nancegollan pitch.
Praze had attained Club Charter status this year. Their Youth Club had won
the League in the first year they had been entered. They wanted to build on
the Youth Team’s success by ensuring there was a senior team for them to
move on to, rather than losing players to other teams.
Cllr. Henwood said there had been an incident last season, when a match had
been played when the pitch was too wet. He felt the referee shouldn’t have
allowed the game to go ahead. The Club representatives were asked to
ensure that this doesn’t happen again.
Cllr. Ward explained that those using the pitches had to provide white line
paint and collect and take any rubbish away with them. The Parish Council will
be spending £3,500 on refurbishing the changing rooms.
He advised the Council proposed to increase the cost of hiring the pitch to £30
per match. For this the Clubs have use of toilets and showers; the Council also
pays for the grass cutting. Both Football Clubs expressed concern that this
would present them with financial difficulties, as each game needs a referee at
an approx. cost of £25-£50. Praze FC will have to take this back to their
Committee but St Ives Mariners FC were willing to find this extra sum.
AC40/2014 Members’ Declarations –

a.

Registerable Declarations of Interests – Cllr. Henwood in AC54/2014.

b.

Non-Pecuniary/Registerable Interests – Cllr. Smith in AC44a/2014.

c.

Declaration of Gifts – Members were reminded they must not accept any
gift or hospitality with a value in excess of fifty pounds.

AC41/2014 Apologies for Absence – Cllr. Muriel. Cllr. Jenkin was not present.
AC42/2014 Nancegollan Playing Field – Minute AC29/2014 refers.

a.

Praze Football Club – covered in the Public Forum.

b.

Nancegollan Changing Rooms – exterior refurbishment. Cllr. Ward
reported Mr Jopson had agreed to honour last year’s quotation. The Work
will be finished by October.

AC43/2014 Leedstown Playing Field – Minute AC30/2014 refers

a.

Leedstown Goal Posts – Cllr. Ward reported the goal posts and nets had
been received. There had been a fault with them and parts are coming
tomorrow. He was thanked as he and his family had erected the posts.
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AC44/2014 The Plan / Play Area, Praze – Minute AC31/2014 refers.

a. Christmas Lights – representatives from the newly elected Christmas
Lights’ Committee were present. They were asked to give consideration
to the PC’s offer to adopt the main incoming box from SW Power Ltd and
supply the electricity for the Christmas Lights, but all items thereafter to
be the responsibility of the Christmas Lights Committee and must be
removed after the lights have been switched off.
The Christmas Lights Committee had agreed the lights around the war
memorial should be subdued and kept to one light for each name on the
memorial.
Cllr. Henwood explained to the representatives the problems experience
in previous years. Any electrical equipment left on site after the event was
not insured. There was much discussion about installing underground
electrical equipment. It was confirmed that the Council wants all the
equipment to be removed from the site, but would be willing to listen to
alternatives.
b. Play Area Refurbishment – Cllr. Smith reported he had met with Ms
Wendy Reading, Sita and a grant of up to £30,000 would be available.
The PC would need to make a donation of approx. £5,000. Cllr. Smith will
complete the application form.

Cllr. Smith

Cllr. Smith has a list of play equipment ‘wants’ from the Youth Club and
Crowan School. There had also been a request from local children to
have goal posts incorporated into the MUGA.
Members were reminded that there is a funding section on CC’s website:
www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=20734
AC45/2014 Safety Inspection Reports – Minute AC32/2014 refers Members received and

considered the following risk assessments:
a. Praze Play Area – Cllr. Smith reported:
i.

Praze WCs – the toilet systems installed are second-hand and there
is a constant drip of water. This has a financial implication. For
further discussion at the July Full Council Meeting.
The hand dryer does not comply with the Building Regulations
Approved Document M.
There is an emergency alarm, but it is not clear where this is
connected to.
At the site visit held later a number of further faults were found,
including: the cistern lid doesn’t fit properly; the handle on the gents’
door is loose.

ii.

MUGA – the entrance gate cannot be closed and locked.

iii. Play Area – no changes from previous report, gate still not repaired
and play equipment decaying.
iv. Metal Detector – there had been a couple of vehicles parked on The
Plan with the drivers using metal detectors.
v.

Clerk

Brambles – a report had been received that there are brambles
between the notice board and where The Plan starts that are spilling
onto the pavement. A later site visit had failed to identify this, but
brambles were found around the entrance from The Plan to the play
area. The Clerk to ask the contractor to cut them back.

b. Leedstown Play Area – Cllr. Ward will email them to the Clerk.

Cllr. Ward

c.

Cllr. Ward

Nancegollan Play Area – Cllr. Ward will email them to the Clerk.

AC46/2014 Asset Register – the Clerk to email a copy to Committee Members.

/Crowan/Meetings/Amenities Minutes 2014-07-23.doc

Clerk

2

AC47/2014 Praze Allotments – Minute AC33/2014 refers. Cllr. Smith had spoken to a local

landowner, who is still considering permitting allotments on their land.

Cllrs. Smith /
Roberts

Cllr. Roberts will speak to the Playing Field Committee at their next meeting,
which will be held shortly.
AC48/2014 Flood Plan – Minutes AC34/2014 refers. A meeting had been held with Mr

Martyn Alvey (CC’s Community Flood Resilience Manager) and Members now
had a clear idea of what needs to be done. However, there had been so many
other Projects going on, no further progress had been made as yet.
Noted Emergency Plans are on hold while efforts are concentrated on the
Flood Plan. Minute AC34e/2014 refers.
AC49/2014 Treasure Park, Leedstown – Minute AC35/2014 refers. Cllr. Henwood reported

he had spoken with Mr John Mitchell, CC, regarding Members’ request that the
Parish Council acquires this land. Mr Mitchell had explained that CC are
unwilling to progress with this at this time, as they are in discussion with CC’s
planning department regarding a possible development on the car park. The
views of County Cllr. Jenkin to be sought.

Clerk

AC50/2014 Nancegollan Pitch Hire – Minute AC38c/2014 refers. It was RESOLVED the

charge for pitch hire in 2014/15 season should be £30 per game. The St Ives
th
Mariners Football Club’s first (friendly) match will be held on 16 August 2015.
They are keen to work closely with the PC with grant funding applications.
th

AC51/2014 Date of Next Meeting – 24 September 2014.
AC52/2014 Closed Session – in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be

transacted, namely quotations for work, it was RESOLVED that it is advisable
in the public interest that the press and public be excluded and they were
instructed to withdraw.
AC53/2014 Quotations – the advice from Mr Oliver Bennett, CC Tree Officer, regarding the

work carried out on the lime tree on The Plan, was unclear. The Clerk to seek
clarification.

Clerk

Noted the Full Council confirmed that the Amenities Committee had the
authority to act in the matter of a contract for tree works on The Plan (Minute
116a[ii] refers).
Members considered quotations for Tree Works on The Plan (Minute
AC38b/2014 refers). It was RESOLVED to accept the quotation of Atlas Tree
Services. The Clerk to notify those who had provided quotes and to establish
who is making the TPO planning application.
AC54/2014 Tender Process – it was AGREED Members would take away the existing

All Members

terms of contract (previously circulated) and feedback to the Clerk:
a.

Contract 1 – Leedstown / Nancegollan Playing Fields.

b.

Contract 2 – play areas at Nancegollan, Praze and Leedstown,
Nancegollan village green and The Plan, Praze.

c.

Contract 3 – hedges at Nancegollan & Leedstown playing fields.

AC55/2014 Meeting Closed – 20.07pm.

Following the meeting, Members made a site visit to the WCs.
Signature:

……………………………………………… (Cllr. Mrs Muriel)
Chairman

Date:

11 September 2014

th
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