Crowan Parish Council
MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING
HELD IN THE PARISH ROOMS, CROWAN
ON THURSDAY, 8th NOVEMBER 2012 @ 7.15pm
Minutes of Council Meetings are available to view on www.crowan.org.uk; on the Crowan and Leedstown
Notice Boards; on Nancegollan and Townshend Village Hall Notice Boards and in Praze Post Office.
Present:

In Attendance:
Apologies:

Cllr. Cooke (Chairman)
Cllr. Christophers
Cllr. Roberts
Mrs Thompson (Clerk)
Cllr. Henwood

Minute

Cllr. Blewett
Cllr. Dr. Jenkin (PC/CC)
Cllr. Tripp

Cllr. Butcher
Cllr. Mrs Muriel
Cllr. Ward

Cllr. Keeling (CC)
AGENDA ITEMS

Action

Prayers – the Chairman advised that anyone not wishing to participate may
leave the room and rejoin the meeting later.. Prayers were then said.
Chairman’s Welcome and Public Forum – the Chairman welcomed those
present, with a particularly warm welcome to those who had put themselves
forward for co-option to the Parish Council (Messrs. Jason James, David Smith
and Frank Webb) and to Mr and Mrs Pearce.
191/2012

192/2012

Members’ Declarations:
a.

Financial Interests Forms – Cllr. Henwood’s form is on its way.

b.

Pecuniary/Registerable Declarations of Interests – none.

c.

Non-Pecuniary/Disclosable Interests – none.

d.

Declaration of Gifts – Members were reminded they must not accept any
gift or hospitality with a value in excess of fifty pounds.

Code of Conduct – it was RESOLVED to adopt the final version of the Code
(copy previously circulated, together with a copy of the Guidance Notes) w.e.f.
the December Meeting. The Clerk to notify the Monitoring Officer.
a.

b.

Dispensations – Members RESOLVED to retain the authority to grant
dispensations to Meetings of the Full Council, rather than delegate the
authority to the Clerk.

Clerk

Clerk

Section 2.6 – Members RESOLVED to:
•

Set a defined limit to gifts and hospitality of £50.

•

Hold its’ own register of gifts and hospitality.

NOTES – Members attention was drawn to the following:
•

Section 3.5A – relates to participation of Members who represent the
Council on outside bodies and now entitles them to speak on the topic prior
to withdrawing from the Meeting.

•

Section 5B: Exclusions – confirms the rights of Members to vote on the
election of the Chairman and other ceremonial posts, setting of council tax,
payment of Members’ allowances. These are now inserted, for clarity, in the
Code at Section 5B(ii).

•

Dispensations – the Guide will help Members to understand the role of
dispensations. The Clerk holds a form for use in such cases.

•

Standing Orders – the new Code will require a number of changes to
Standing Orders and recommendations will be published shortly.

Cllr. Butcher arrived at this point.
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Cllr Henwood
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193/2012

Apologies for Absence – Cllr. Henwood and Cllr. Keeling (CC).

194/2012

Resignation – Cllr. Sandra Muriel was persuaded to withdraw her resignation.
She explained to Members that her decision to resign had been prompted by CC
Members’ voting to give themselves a 20% increase in their allowances, at a
time when their employees were on a three-year pay freeze.
Cllr. Jenkin said there is to be a review of CC’s low paid workers.

195/2012

Outside Bodies –
a.

b.

c.

Police – PCSO Saddler sent her apologies and a written report (copy on
file). Cllr. Butcher said he didn’t believe we are getting the service we
deserve. Historically the run up to Christmas sees a rise in crime. He would
like to see some guidance from the Police on how we can assist to reduce
crime. Cllr. Christophers would like the Police to attend more Meetings,
preferably every other meeting.
Cornwall Council – limited to 5 minutes each.
•

Cllr. Keeling – sent his apologies and a written report (copy on file). He
sought Members assistance in identifying any vulnerable person in
need of assistance through ‘Winter Wellbeing’.

•

Cllr. Jenkin – gave a verbal report and will send a written copy to the
Clerk for retention on file. The Youth Diamond (community bus) will
make its first visit to the Parish next week. She was asked if anyone
could use the Doctors’ car park. The legal situation was not clear.

th

197/2012

198/2012

Clerk

Minutes of Meetings –
th

a.

Full Council Meeting – 11 October 2012. Minute 178f/2012, last line,
should read: Cllr. Keeling and not Cllr. Jenkin. With this change to the
circulated Minutes, the Minutes were AGREED as a true record.

b.

PROW Committee Meeting – 18 October 2012, AGREED as a true record.

c.

Amenities Committee Meeting – Meeting scheduled for 21 November 2012

th

st

Planning Applications Received –
a.

PA12/09344, Cargenwen Farm, Camborne – removal of section 52
agreement on planning application 80/00900/FD01.

b.

PA12/09787, Lower Cargenwen Farm, Camborne – removal of condition 6
of planning application PA80/0900/FD01 (restricting occupancy to 7
months). NO OBJECTION.

Clerk

Other Planning Matters –
a.

b.

Affordable Housing – Minute 178a/2012 refers. It was AGREED to meet
with Mr Jody Jeffrey, CC and representatives from First Step Homes and
th
Sanctuary Housing on Tuesday, 13 November 2012, 7pm in the Parish
Rooms. The Clerk to advise Mr Jeffrey.
Outstanding Enforcement Issues – Minute 178b/2012 refers.
•

2

Cllr. Jenkin

Helston & The Lizard Community Network – Cllr. Cooke reported the
meeting concentrated on the development framework for Cornwall (20102030). If agreed there would be 1,900 new properties in the network area.
Noted the post of the second representative to the Community Network
remains unfilled.
The preferred date for the next meeting was Wednesday, 6 February 2013
at Isaac House, Helston. The Clerk to inform CC.

196/2012

Clerk

EN12/00390, Calloose Caravan Park, 16 Trenerth Road, Leedstown –
alleged unauthorised change of use of holiday caravans to agricultural
workers caravans. Case officer: Ms Sally Brown has been trying to
contact the owners to obtain the relevant information and is currently
awaiting their response. She will send a further reminder shortly.
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•

•

EN12/02594, Land Opposite Carn Poldrouse (Black Rock Car Park) –
alleged unauthorised tipping and dumping of materials and overnight
parking on agricultural land. Case officer: Mrs Mandy Smith. Cllr. Jenkin
will be looking at the original planning application.

Cllr. Jenkin

EN12/01208, Burnt Downs Farm, Praze Road – Ms Jewels reports that
Mr Clough had been in contact with the agent to agree a way forward.
However, as he is no longer employed with the enforcement team, the
case has been re-allocated to Mr James Holman. No update was
available.

In response to Members concerns regarding the time taken to deal with
these matters, Ms Jewels pointed out the Department had undergone a
number of changes both procedurally and with personnel and she asked
Members to bear with them as they are working hard to continue to provide
an efficient service throughout this period of change.
c.

Closed Enforcement Issues – Minute 178b/2012 refers. The following cases
have been closed by CC:
•

EN12/01026, Land Nr. to Binnerton Manor, Binnerton Road, Leedstown
– unsightly and unstable windbreak (made up of pallets). The pallets
being used as a fence will not be pursued. Ms Hayley Jewels
acknowledges the metal framed building should have planning
permission, but she does not consider that it causes any planning harm
and therefore it is not expedient to pursue the matter further. NFA.

•

EN12/00950, Hillcrest, Trevoole – Ms Hayley Jewels advises there are
three static caravans on the site used for residential purposes and for
storage. The occupiers of the site claim gypsy/traveller status which was
confirmed in 2004 by our Gypsy/Traveller Liaison Officer. In 2010 it was
formally considered by Officers that the matter was not expedient to
pursue on the basis that the Council has not identified alternative sites
for gypsy/travellers and therefore any formal enforcement action is likely
to fail at an appeal because of this factor. NFA.
The Clerk was asked to look into the possibility of nominating the land
near this site as a village green and report to the Amenities Committee.
With regard to the wall, it is permitted development under Class A of
Part 2 of the Town & Country Planning (General Permitted
Development) Order 1995, as amended. Therefore, further planning
permission is not required. Ms Jewels advises the position of the wall is
a civil matter and not a matter for the Local Planning Authority.

•

199/2012

200/2012

Planning Permission Granted by Cornwall Council – information only.
a.

PA12/02812, Land to Rear of Porthleah, Townshend – erection of a
dwelling.

b.

PA12/05958, The Farm Shop, Little Kerthen Farm, Townshend –
retrospective application for change of use of agricultural barn to farm shop.

c.

PA12/07267, Church House, Crowan – LBC in respect of the refurbishment
of existing walls windows, doors, stairs, kitchen ceilings, electrics for
plumbing i.e. new boiler. Alteration to remove existing partition wall between
kitchen/diner.

d.

PA12/07893, Telephone Exchange, Praze – installation of 2 green metal
modular cabinets.

e.

PA12/07925, Roselyn House and Cottage, The Square, Townshend –
conversion to two dwellings and erection of rear extension.

Planning Applications Withdrawn – information only.
a.
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EN12/02737, Dowha Fields, Black Rock – alleged change of use of land,
caravans and chalets being let out for residential use. No breach found.
NFA.

PA12/04309, Springfield Farm, Hr. Trethannas, Praze – proposed
temporary accommodation.
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201/2012

Highways Issues –
a.

B3280 Townshend Speed Limit Review – Ms Rachel Tatlow, Cormac
Solutions Ltd advises CC has reviewed all of the correspondence received
with regards to the above mentioned scheme. A decision has been made to
implement the scheme as proposed. The Clerk can email further
information, if requested.

b.

Bus Sign, Crowan – Members considered the provision of a ‘No Parking –
Bus Turning Area’ sign, but felt it would not be enforceable. The answer
would be a smaller bus.

c.

Clerk

Praze Yellow Lines – Cllr. Jenkin reported that this work is due to be carried
out within the next three weeks.
There was some discussion about potholes in the parish, which can be
reported direct to Highways, via CC’s website.

202/2012

Standing Committees –
a.

st

Amenities Committee (AC) – meeting to be held on 21 November 2012.
•

The Plan – the following action has been taken since the last meeting:
•

Notice Board – Cllr. Blewett advised there is a bolt mechanism for
the notice board on The Plan, Praze. He and Cllr. Cooke will undo
these to lower the board (Minute 18a/2012 refers).

•

Surface Area – Independent Rural Services has been instructed to
level, reseed and bring in topsoil if needed to level the ruts and
repair all areas but not the "damp" area; at a cost of £170+VAT. Mr
Malcolm Heather has been instructed to dig an investigation pit to
establish the cause of the wet.
A report on the trees should be available for the AC Meeting.

•

b.

Cllr. Jenkin

Play Area Fence – the contractor appointed to carry out this work,
reports that the metal posts aren’t strong enough to support weld
mesh. The old fencing has been removed. An alternative quote has
been provided. It was RESOLVED to install chain link fencing on
the existing posts.
th

Public Rights of Way (PROW) Committee – Meeting held on 18 October
2012. Members’ attention is drawn to the following points:
• Committee Membership – replacements are required for Cllrs. Hosken
and Trevan. Deferred to the December Meeting.
• Budget 2013/14 – CC are unable to confirm the PROW grant for the
forthcoming financial year, but it is unlikely to be less than that for the
current year.
• Contractor 2013 – it was RESOLVED to continue with the current
contractor for 2013/14, subject to funding.

203/2012
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Cllrs. Cooke /
Blewett

Parish Organisations –
a.

Leedstown Village Hall – Cllr. Christophers reported work has started to
eliminate condensation. The hall cannot be used whilst the work is carried
th
out. A Craft Fair will be held on 15 November 2012.

b.

Nancegollan Village Hall – Cllr. Tripp reported functions are going ahead,
th
but attendance is down. A Craft Fair will be held on 15 November 2012
th
and a coffee morning, on behalf of St. Julia's Hospice on 14 November.

c.

Praze Institute – Cllr. Jenkin said the Old Peoples’ tea will be held on 5
th
December 2012. A Craft Fair will be held on 15 November 2012, 10-2pm.
Bingo sessions are also being held.

d.

Townshend Village Hall – there was no report. A replacement
representative would be desirable.

e.

Crowan School – Cllr. Butcher reported he will monitor the use of the school
premises for use in the forthcoming Police Commissioner’s election.

th
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f.

204/2012

Leedstown School – Cllr. Jenkin reported a new Head, Mrs Nicola Neale,
has been appointed.

Public Conveniences, Praze – Minute 182/2012 refers. Cllr. Jenkin said there is
a new portfolio holder and she hopes for better consultation with the Parish
Council.
Cllr. Jenkin will pursue the emptying of the litter bins in the play areas.

205/2012

Cllr. Jenkin

Financial Matters
a.

Accounts for Payment – schedule No.2012/13-07, to a value of £3,601.13
were APPROVED for payment.
The next time an electricity bill is received for the Parish Rooms, Cllr.
Butcher will read the meter.
Cllr. Muriel reported that there is a crack in the War Memorial, which needs
attention. Referred to the Amenities Committee.

b.

Budget Monitor – circulated at the Meeting.

c.

Bank Signatories – Minute 183c/2012 refers. An amendment had needed to
be made to the form. This had been completed and it was anticipated Cllr.
Cooke will be added to the list of bank signatures shortly.

d.

Clerk

Clerk

Internal Audit Check – Members considered the report (copy previously
circulated) and it was RESOLVED to accept the recommendations
contained in it, namely:
• Standing Orders/Financial Regulations – that the Standing Orders /
Financial Regulations do not need amending; but see 192/2012 above.
• Risk Management – that the Risk Management document, page 5
should be amended to read: Copies of recent minutes are available for
inspection in Praze Post Office and on the Crowan, Nancegollan and
Leedstown Notice Boards and can also be viewed on our website
www.crowan.org.uk. Alternatively a copy is available by arrangement
with the Clerk.
• Income Vouchers – to be initialled in future, by those signing cheques.

e.

206/2012

b.

Crowan Website –
•

Number of ‘Hits’ – due to computer problems, the Clerk was unable to
provide the details this month.

•

CVs – Cllr. Henwood to provide his CV.
th

Remembrance Service – Sunday, 11 November 2012. The Clerk advised
that Surgeon Commander Alan Bowie, will be representing RNAS Culdrose.
Cllr. Jenkin will be representing Cornwall Council. Cllr. Blewett had not been
able to contact the Piper to confirm he will be attending. The poppy wreath
is to hand and the Service Orders have been printed.

Documentation –
a.

208/2012

Gambling Act 2005: CC Draft Revised Statement of Principles – deadline is
st
21 December 2012. www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=32637.

Diary Dates –
a. Council Meetings:
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Administration
a.

207/2012

Nancegollan Christmas Lights – it was RESOLVED to offer the use of the
Parish Council’s electric supply, free of charge, as our contribution towards
the provision of a Christmas Tree.

th

•

Full Council Meeting – 13 December 2012.

•

Amenities Committee Meeting – 21 November 2012, Praze Institute.
Cllrs. Christophers and Roberts gave their apologies.

•

PROW Committee Meeting – 15 November 2012.

st

th
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Cllr Henwood

b. CC; Managing our Finances – budget event for Town and Parish Councils.
th
Monday, 12 November, 6-8pm, Council Chamber, New County Hall, Truro.
Meeting has been cancelled.
c.

Local Council Planning Forum – Members are invited to send a
representative to the bi-annual meeting on either:
th

• Tuesday, 13 November 2012, 5.30pm, Shire House, Bodmin, OR
th

• Thursday, 15 November 2012, 5.30pm, Pool Innovation Centre.
The draft format includes: (1) Service update; (2) Local Plan (Core Strategy)
Update; (3) Localism Act / Neighbourhood Planning Update; (4) Building
Control, Building Regulations and (5) Q&A Session.
rd

d. Cornwall Bus Forum – 23 November 2012 (time N/K). Anyone interested
in attending should contact Anita Pascoe on anpascoe@cornwall.gov.uk.
th

e. Cornwall Playing Fields Assoc. – AGM, Tuesday, 20 November 2012,
6.30pm, St Erme Sports and Community Centre.
f.

Penwith Landscape Partnership – community consultation events:
th

• 6 November 2012, 6-8pm, St Buryan Village Hall
th

• 7 November 2012, 6-8pm, St John’s Hall, Penzance.
NOTE – details previously circulated via email. To complete the landscape
survey go to: landscape survey - http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/TRFQZK7.
th

g. Creating Liveable Streets – 26 November 2012, 10am – 1pm, Council
Chamber, Truro. Event with health experts, politicians and transport
engineers to discuss the benefits, issues and evidence around the
th
introduction of 20mph limits in residential areas. Booking required by 16
November.
209/2012

Information Only / Items for Future Agendas – none.

210/2012

The candidates for co-option addressed Members.
•

Mr Frank Webb spoke of the many local organisations he has been involved
with since moving to Praze 46 years ago.

•

Mr David Smith spoke of his background, working in Building Control and of
his involvement with many local organisations.

•

Mr Jason James apologised for being late, he had been misdirected. He
has ancestral links with the parish. He wants to be more involved locally.

Closed Session – in view of the special nature of the business about to be
transacted, it was RESOLVED that it is advisable in the public interest that the
press and public be temporarily excluded and they were instructed to withdraw.
211/2012

Members were extremely pleased with the calibre of the candidates. It was felt
the fairest way was to co-opt in the order their applications were received.
Casual Vacancy, Praze Ward – it was RESOLVED to co-opt Mr David Smith.
The Clerk to advise CC. He duly signed his Acceptance of Office form and took
his Financial Interests form for completion. He was given a copy of the Code of
Conduct and the guidance notes.

212/2012

Casual Vacancy, Leedstown Ward – it was RESOLVED to co-opt Mr Frank
Webb. The Clerk to advise CC. He duly signed his Acceptance of Office form
and took his Financial Interests form for completion. He was given a copy of the
Code of Conduct and the guidance notes.

213/2012

Casual Vacancy, Leedstown Ward – the notices declaring the vacancy, created
by Cllr. Hosken’s resignation are now posted. Deadline date, for an election to
th
be called, is 28 November 2012.

Signature:

……………………………………………… (Cllr. Cooke)
Chairman

Date:

13 December 2012
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