Crowan Parish Council
MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING
HELD IN THE PARISH ROOMS, CROWAN
ON THURSDAY, 13th FEBRUARY 2014 @ 7.15pm
Minutes of Council Meetings are available to view on www.crowan.org.uk; on the Crowan and Leedstown
Notice Boards; on Nancegollan and Townshend Village Hall Notice Boards and in Praze Post Office.
Present:

In Attendance:

Minute

Cllr. Muriel (Chairman)
Cllr. Henwood
Cllr. Smith
Cllr. Webb
Mrs Thompson (Clerk)

Cllr. Brown
Cllr. Dr. Jenkin (PC/CC)
Cllr. Tripp

Cllr. Christophers
Cllr. Roberts
Cllr. Ward

40+ members of the public
AGENDA ITEMS

Chairman’s Welcome – the Chair welcomed those present, with a particularly
warm welcome to the members of the public.
Prayers – led by the Chairman, who advised that anyone not wishing to
participate may leave the room and rejoin the meeting later.
Public Forum – a report from County Cllr. Jenkin, relating to agenda item
26a/2014, was circulated to Members. A letter from Mr Donald Baines, objecting
to this application, had been circulated to all Members, via email.
Mr Gavin Jackson of Horsedowns read a statement on behalf of residents who
are objecting to this planning application:
The application site is part of the open countryside, outside any defined
settlement, surrounded by open agricultural land, having a strongly rural
setting. The proposed change of use from agricultural field to a travellers’ site
would harm the character of the area and provide a site unsustainable by
definition as it is poorly related to local services.
The application would be contrary to the essential aims of Government
planning policy.
In conjunction with the guidance in planning policy for traveller sites (PPTS),
Local Planning Authorities taking decisions on travellers’ sites have to have
regard to the policies in the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). At
the heart of the Framework is a presumption in favour of sustainable
development and for decision-taking purposes this means specific policies in
the Framework indicate that certain development should be restricted.
Government aims in respect of travellers sites include Local Planning
Authorities having due regard to the protection of local amenity and local
environment.
Whether private, or otherwise, the NPPF indicated that traveller sites with
planning permission should be in appropriate locations. Only this week the
Government Minister responsible for Travellers said that the government’s
policy was to strengthen protection of the greenbelt and open countryside. He
said that unmet demand, as a deciding consideration – whether for traveller
sites or conventional housing – is unlikely to outweigh harm. He reiterated the
government’s firm position on the need for traveller sites to be in appropriate
locations.
The NPPF says that there are three dimensions to sustainable development:
economic, social and environmental.
This application would cause environmental harm by creating an isolated unit
of residential accommodation in open countryside.
Allowing development on agricultural land is contrary to the principle of
supporting a prosperous rural economy.
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Socially, it is divisive. The submission by the applicant that their personal
circumstances and lifestyle are sufficient justification for permissions that the
rest of the community would be denied, reinforces a local sense of injustice.
This significantly undermines Cornwall Council’s objectives for the
‘integration, inclusion and peaceful co-existence of travelling communities
with the settled community’ (Gypsy & Travelling Communities Strategy &
Delivery Plan consultation draft 2012, which the applicant considers relevant).
Policy H of PPTS provided that Local Planning Authorities should strictly limit
new traveller sites in open countryside away from existing settlements.
This application does not qualify to be considered under Policy D as a rural
exception site which is specifically for local needs.
There is no local imperative for these applicants, who knowingly bought good
quality agricultural land to develop (and seek to change its character and use
for their own advantage) seriously outbidding local farmers who had a
legitimate and lawful use for the land.
A few months ago a Local Government Association spokesman was quoted in
the national press saying “People who live nearby need to be given the say
on whether land is appropriate for travellers, and that is precisely what the
planning process is there to do.”
Our best interests depend on institutional competence, sadly our emerging
local plan is at pre-submission stage, but there are sufficient planning grounds
here for the County Planning Committee to pursue the legitimate aim of
protecting the environment. The harm to the open countryside of Cornwall
simply by virtue of precedent, is such that refusal of this application is
necessary and proportionate.
He added he felt that this matter should be given wider publicity and that a public
meeting should be held. Cllr. Jenkin agreed, as the County Member, to call a
statutory public meeting. Cllr. Muriel asked why she hadn’t called this earlier.
Cllr. Jenkin pointed out that no-one had asked her to do so.
Mrs Vicky Prior said in 1991 a local family had moved into the field and had
subsequently been evicted. She also referred to a recent planning refusal for the
site on the grounds the land was Grade III agricultural.
Mrs Jennifer Nolan owns the field that abuts the site. She said she had not been
notified of the application, even though it will impact on her view.
Mr Stuart Matthews lives one field away from the site. The proposal includes a
‘compost tank’ and he objected because he feared leakage onto his property.
Mr Harvey Henwood said there are caravans at Horsedowns, but they form part
of the curtilage to the main property.
Mrs Prior referred to another application which was refused because the access
is direct onto the road. This application would have the same access.
Mr Chris Russell, the applicant, said he hoped to put as many minds to rest as
possible. He is a family man and has been a traveller since he was 17. He has a
farming background. His family needs to stay for his children’s education. The
site will be well secluded. He advised there won’t be any large vehicles parked
on the land. He was in favour of a public meeting. He assured the meeting that
there was no intention of anyone other than his own family staying on the site.
In response to a question, Mr Russell said they were applying to live on the site
as ‘settled travellers’. He was asked why he was applying for change of use for
the whole field. He said he could not answer this. He had left the application to
his agent. He explained the reason for and siting of the road.
Mr Jackson said the objections were not personal, but local residents felt
aggrieved that they would be denied planning permission to live on such a site,
but travellers are treated more favourably.
Mr Lee Squires asked Mr Russell why the proposed shed is so massive. He said
he would be happy to decrease the size.
Mr Mark Wills said vehicles visiting the site had churned up the verge.
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Cllr. Jenkin confirmed she will endeavour to call a statutory public meeting and
that relevant CC officers will be in attendance, but she has to follow the protocol.
Cllr. Muriel thanked members of the public for attending and expressed her
gratitude to the applicant for his willingness to answer questions.
Mr Morley spoke regarding his application (26d/2014) and explained the
background. He had spoken to his neighbours and there were no objections.
22/2014

Members’ Declarations –
a.

Pecuniary/Registerable Declarations of Interests – none.

b.

Non-Registerable Interests – Cllr. Ward in 33c/2014 as President of
Leedstown Utd. Football Club.

c.

Declaration of Gifts – Members were reminded they must not accept any
gift or hospitality with a value in excess of fifty pounds.

d.

Dispensations – none.

23/2014

Apologies for Absence – Cllr. Blewett (work commitment). Cllr. James was not
present.

24/2014

Outside Bodies –
a.

Police – PCSO Paul Whitford had sent his apologies and a written report.

b.

Cornwall Councillor – Cornwall Cllr. Jenkin reported there had been
numerous meetings, the key one was on the Local Plan, which will now go
out to consultation. She urged Members to respond to the Mobile Library
consultation. She referred to her visit with the dog warden (33e/2014
refers). Praze Youth Club needs more volunteers. She suggested that the
grant money, currently held by the PC, might be managed easier by Praze
Institute.

Clerk to
record

She confirmed that if the PC objected to a planning application that the
planning officer was supporting, then she would take this to CC Planning
Committee for decision.
c.

Helston & The Lizard Community Network – Cllr. Muriel reported a joint
nd
meeting with Wendron PC, had been held on 22 January 2014. She said it
was quite helpful. Those present didn’t want regular meetings, but to hold
them when there was a specific matter to consider.
th

Noted the next suggested meeting date is Wednesday, 16 April 2014.
25/2014

26/2014

Minutes of Meetings –
th

a.

Full Council Meeting – 10 January 2014: The following sentence was
added to paragraph 5 of the Public Forum: “3,500 cases were reported and
40 enforcement notices issued.” With this amendment the Minutes were
AGREED as a true record.

b.

Amenities Committee (AC) Meeting – 15 January 2014, AGREED as a
true record.

c.

Public Rights of Way (PROW) Committee Meeting – no meeting held.

th

Planning Applications Received –
a.

PA13/11743, OS Field 7682, Horsedowns, Praze – change of use of land to
single pitch for a traveller family and associated works – stationing of mobile
home, touring trailer, compost toilet, shed and laying of hard surfaces.
Cllr. Muriel informed the meeting that an extension had been granted to
th
comment on this application, to 26 February 2014. Cllr. Jenkin referred to
her written report. Cllr. Henwood queried the need for a change of use for
the whole field and would prefer that the existing hard standing was used
for the mobile home.
OBJECT on the grounds there is significant local opposition and this is an
unsustainable location in open countryside. Members request that the
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application is put to CC’s Planning Committee for decision. If planning
permission is granted, Members would like conditions to be imposed limiting
the number of days other caravans can visit the site and the size of the
shed should be reduced.
Cllr. Smith said all those against the application should register their
objections, as this will add weight to the call for a statutory public meeting.
b.
c.

d.

27/2014

PA14/00245, Kestel Wartha, Pauls Green, Leedstown – single storey side
extension to existing bungalow. NO OBJECTION.
PA14/00263, Manor Mill Cottage, Praze – to refurbish the ‘lean to’ at the
rear of the property maintaining existing structure, shape and size. NO
OBJECTION.
PA14/00300, 4 Chapel Row, Praze – replacing garage with attached carport
including first floor accommodation over and other extensions. NO
OBJECTION.

Other Planning Matters –
a.

Outstanding Enforcement Issues – Minute 6b/2014 refers. Members
received the following updates:
i.

EN09/00476, Higher Cargenwen Farm, Black Rock – erection of a barn
for cattle feed storage and winter housing and rebuilding of feed
mill/animal stalls and tractor shed not in accordance with the approved
plans (Decision Notice Number PA08/01139/F dated 15 August 2008).
Case officer: Mr James Holman. Notice had been served and an appeal
allowed. Case closed.

ii.

EN12/01208, Burntdown Farm, Praze Road, Leedstown – this is an
amalgamation of all reported issues. Case officer: Mr James Holman
reports he is chasing information and feedback.

iii. EN13/00843, Windwhistle, Carvolth, Praze – siting of caravans for
residential purposes. Case officer: Mr Lee Viner had visited the site on
th
the 17 January 2014 but unfortunately there was nobody around as
there seemed to have been a fire in the house. He confirms that there
are about seven caravans on the site and he is going to be writing to
the owner to ask how each of these caravans is being used and by
whom. Once he gets this information he will be in a position to issue
Planning Contravention Notices.
iv. EN12/02935, Hillcrest – provision of new building on site. Case officer:
th
Mr Lee Viner. A site visit due 12 February 2014.
v.

EN13/00870, Opposite Crenver Farm House, Praze – alleged breach of
conditions W2/PA08/01979/FM. Case officer: Mr Viner reports that,
th
unfortunately the meeting, scheduled for 17 January, had to be
postponed due to illness. He will be contacting the owners again to
arrange a new visit to speak to the owner as to the current situation with
regard to the development and whether it is still continuing. The Clerk
established that the following conditions are alleged to have been
broken:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Condition 4: highways deposit prevention
Condition 5: No screening or crushing
Condition 8: materials restriction.
Condition 9: No fires
Condition 10: noxious weeds
Condition 12: level markers.
Condition 22: Noise limit

Mr Viner reports no further update available.
vi. EN13/01926, Trefewha Cottage, Trefewha, Praze – alleged conversion
of garage to living accommodation. Case officer: Ms Mandy Smith. Mr
Viner reports that Ms Smith’s notes states that a Planning
Contravention Notice is to be served.
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b.

New Enforcement Cases – the following case had been reported to CC:
i. EN14/00004, Highdowns, Carvolth Downs, Black Rock – alleged
conversion of barn for residential use without planning permission.
Case officer: Mr Lee Viner reports he is no longer dealing with this case
and it has been reallocated to Mr David Tapsell. He has only just
received the paperwork so he may need some time to get up to speed
on this case, but an update should be available for Members’ next
meeting.

c.

Enforcement Cases Closed by CC –
i. EN13/02585, 2 Chyreen Villas, Godolphin View, Nancegollan – alleged
creation of a garage. Case officer: Mr Lee Viner. Case closed, reason:
not expedient.
ii. EN14/00145, Homestead, Chapel Road, Leedstown – PA13/00817: bay
windows are allegedly not in accordance with approved plans. Case
officer: Mr Lee Viner. Case closed: no breach found.

d.

Letter from Mr Andrew George MP – letter previously circulated via email.
i.

Planning Right of Appeal for Town and Parish Councils – it is proposed
that this would apply in circumstances where the parish/town council
has reasonably objected to a planning application which is then granted
by the local authority.

ii.

Planning - Additional New 'Use Class' for Non-permanent Residence
(Second Homes) – The introduction of a new Use Class in the planning
Use Classes order which would require a planning application to be
made for new applications to convert a residence into a 'non-permanent
residence' would give the planning authority the opportunity to manage
the numbers and proportions of second and holiday homes.

iii. Better Managing the Impact of Out-of-Town Retail Parks – seeks to
secure a power for local authorities to levy a supplementary business
rate on out-of-town retailers/supermarkets who enjoy the (still, in my
view, insufficient business rated) free car parking which places out-oftown retailers at a significant advantage over their struggling in-town
competitors.
Mr George had indicated his willingness to attend a future council meeting.
e.

28/2014

Planning Permission Granted by Cornwall Council – information only.
a.

29/2014

Affordable Housing Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) – Cornwall
Council’s Planning, Housing and Regeneration Service is currently seeking
th
views on a draft SPD. Deadline 14 March 2014.

PA13/10374, Carn Meor Farm, Black Rock – conversion of barn into a
dwelling without complying with condition 1 (use as holiday accommodation
only).

Planning Permission Refused by Cornwall Council – information only.
a.

PA13/09829, Penwithen, Carwynnen Close, Praze – change of use of land
to be included as domestic garden, extension to existing driveway, erection
of a carport, shed and patio area.
Cllr. Jenkin asked for consideration about retaining/maintaining the open
space to be placed on the next agenda.

b.

30/2014

Highway Matters –
a.
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PA13/10082, Nancegollan Farm, Nancegollan – infilling of existing,
redundant, railway cutting with inert construction waste.

Home to School Transport – CC is consulting on proposed changes to how
th
home to school ransport is provided. Deadline is 28 February 2014. See
www.cornwall.gov.uk/schooltransport for more information. Details
previously emailed.
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31/2014

32/2014

Standing Committees / Working Parties –
a.

Amenities Committee (AC) – see agenda items 42 and 43/2014 below.

b.

Public Rights of Way (PROW) Committee – no meeting held.

c.

Neighbourhood Development Plan – Cllr. Muriel reported a meeting had
been held and notes circulated. A formal application had been submitted
and had been advertised in the press. The Terms of Reference had been
circulated previously. Membership was set at seven and ‘Borough Council’
changed to ‘Cornwall Council’. With these amendments, it was RESOLVED
to adopt the Terms of Reference.

Clerk

Parish Organisations – Members received updates on the following:
a.

Leedstown Village Hall – Cllr. Christophers said ‘County’ have booked the
hall for 12 weeks. The Friday Club is meeting there regularly.
th

Their AGM will be held on Monday 7 April at 7.30pm. Members were
invited to attend. It was AGREED Cllr. Christophers would represent the PC
and Cllr. Muriel would attend.
Mrs Jackie Perrin, Hall Treasurer advised the Village Hall constitution states
two Members may represent the Parish Council. Members felt Cllr.
Christophers was doing a good job and a second representative was
unnecessary.
Cllr. Christophers said Stithians Village Hall operates a borrowing library.
Cllr. Jenkin said some public houses are doing the same.
b.

Nancegollan Village Hall – some functions had been cancelled because of
the weather. Things are improving generally.

c.

Praze Institute – Cllr. Smith reported the AGM had been held and a new
Committee had been appointed. A leak had developed, but was not too
serious. He had attended a ‘Village Hall’ meeting, on ‘green energy’.

d.

Townshend Village Hall – regular film meetings had been held.

e.

Crowan School – Cllr. Webb said he had been unwell and unable to get to
th
the school. The next Governors’ meeting is 26 February. Cllr. Roberts said
the traffic situation at school opening / closing hours is difficult. He asked if
the school could look into providing a drop off point.

f.

33/2014

Leedstown School – Cllr. Jenkin said all is going well. They hope to provide
more space for the pre-school. One of the key issues is car parking. She is
hoping to introduce traffic speed reduction initiatives.

Environmental / Amenity Matters –
a.

Praze Public Conveniences – Minute 11a/2014 refers. Cllr. Muriel reported
a meeting had been held with Mr Jon James, CC and a draft lease for the
WCs had subsequently been received from Mr John Dunstan. It was
confirmed Cllrs. Brown and Muriel had the authority to sign the lease. The
WCs should be refurbished and open by early summer.

b.

Praze War Memorial – Members received details of a complaint regarding
the positioning of Christmas lights on the war memorial. Cllr. Webb said that
when the lights were first erected, those who had served in the war had
been consulted and had been in favour. Members would like to see more
subdued lighting and kept to one light for each name on the memorial.
Referred to the Amenities Committee for further consideration.

c.
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Leedstown Playing Field – it was RESOLVED to authorise Cllrs.
Christophers and Tripp to sign the transfer document on behalf of the PC.
The lease was then duly signed. The Clerk to forward to Mr John Dunstan.

Clerk

Leedstown Utd. FC had asked how long the pitch will be unavailable. Cllr.
Ward explained Leedstown and Nancegollan pitches were closed because
of water logging. As a result the Club had to hire the astro-turf pitch at £42 a
match. It was RESOLVED to finance three hire charges. Cllr. Ward
abstained from voting on this item.

Clerk
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34/2014

d.

Waste Management in Cornwall – a set of proposals from Stithians PC on
the future management of waste in Cornwall was noted.

e.

Dog Patrol – five officers and Cornwall Cllr. Jenkin carried out a dog patrol
th
in Praze on Tuesday, 28 January at 8.30am. A number of walkers were
spoken to and a presentation given at the school, together with a poster
competition. Cllr. Jenkin wanted to see the pressure kept up by young
people mentioning it to their parents, as ‘word gets around’.

Administration –
a.

Crowan Website: Number of Hits – the Clerk explained the computer
system had changed and she was unable to provide the usual report.

b.

2014 Remembrance Service – Minute 200a/2013 refers. It was RESOLVED
th
to support a proposal from Cllr. Webb that, because 2014 will be the 100
anniversary of the start of WWI and will figure on the school curriculum, that
a representation from Praze and Leedstown schools are included in this
year’s Service. The Clerk to add this to the Remembrance Procedures. Cllr.
Webb will mention it at the next meeting of the Praze Show.

c.

Clerk

Funding Update Webpage – noted a new webpage will be updated
fortnightly with funding information for community groups and businesses in
Cornwall: http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=35295. The
Grantnet database facility is also available on the Council’s website for
parish and town councils, community groups and local businesses to use. It
is free to register to undertake grant searches from business start ups to
community projects: http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=20734

35/2014

Leedstown Water Pressure Issues – Minute 13/2014 refers. Cllrs. Muriel,
th
Henwood and Ward had met with Mr Andrew George MP on 17 January 2014.
Cllr. Ward had taken water pressure measures and these were provided to him,
together with supporting paperwork. Unsurprisingly, this showed lowest pressure
is experienced early mornings and evenings. Mr George will take this evidence
to SW Water Chief Executive.

36/2014

Financial Matters –
a.

Accounts for Payment – schedule No.2013/14-11 to a total of £1,892.12
was APPROVED for payment.

b.

Praze Carnival – Minute 14b/2014 refers. Cllr. Roberts reported he had not
had the opportunity to speak with Mr Geoff James, Praze Carnival
Committee, regarding Members’ offer to give a £25 prize for 3 years to an
un-sponsored class.

c.

Unpaid Invoice – Members RESOLVED to write off the outstanding debt of
Crowan & Churchtown FC for £75 as the Club is no longer in existence.

d.

Grants and Charity Requests – Members considered the following funding
applications and it was RESOLVED to take the following action:
i.

Home-Start – offers ‘parent to parent’ support in the community.
Decision deferred to the April meeting.

ii.

Cornwall Air Ambulance – decision deferred to the April meeting.

Cllr. Roberts

iii. Crowan PCC – £200 towards churchyard maintenance, to be taken
from the Section 137 budget heading.
It was AGREED to vire £126 from the regeneration budget to cover the
grant to Leedstown Utd. FC.
e.

f.
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Parish Rooms – it was AGREED to obtain quotations for painting the door,
windows and fascia boards of the Parish Rooms out of the 2014/15 budget.
The Clerk to approach Messrs. Keith Collins, Mark Tripp and Doug Hall.

Clerk

Insurance Cover – it was AGREED Cllrs. Muriel and Henwood would meet
with Mr Tim Forward, Came & Co. (insurance brokers) to review the PC’s
insurance cover.

Clerk
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37/2014

38/2014

Documentation –
a.

Clerks & Councils Direct – January 2014.

b.

Cornwall AONB – 2 copies of the AONB Delivery Plan 2011-16 and 3
copies of a 2014 calendar, which were taken by Members.

c.

Mobile Library – proposals on recommendations to replace the Council’s
existing mobile library and mobile one stop services with a range of
community based initiatives will go out for a 12 week public consultation
rd
from today, Monday 3 February 2014. Details previously emailed. See:
www.cornwall.gov.uk/libraryconsult.

Diary Dates –
a. Council Meetings:
th

• Full Council Meeting – 13 March 2014.
th

• Amenities Committee (AC) Meeting – Wednesday, 12 March 2014 at
Praze Institute, 7pm.
th

• PROW Committee Meeting – Tuesday, 4 March 2014, 7pm.
nd

b. Cornwall AONB Annual Forum – Saturday, 22 March 2014, 10am – 2pm,
Duchy College, Stoke Climsland. Open to everyone with an interest in the
AONB and its local communities. Event is free, but must be booked by
th
Friday, 14 March. Details previously emailed.
c.

39/2014

Statutory Public Meeting – Cllr. Jenkin to provide the Clerk with details of
what is required to hold this type of meeting, for publishing on the website
and notice boards.

Information Only / Items for Future Agendas –
a.

None.

40/2014

Closed Session – in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be
transacted, namely quotations for work, it was RESOLVED that it is advisable in
the public interest that the press and public be excluded and they were
instructed to withdraw.

41/2014

Casual Vacancies – no applications for co-option to the vacancy in the
Leedstown Ward had been received.

42/2014

Quotation – Members considered three quotations for provision of four A4 plastic
board sign, advising: “Anyone wishing to organise an event on this land must
seek the permission of the Crowan Parish Council”. It was RESOLVED to accept
the quotation from Phoenix Signs at a cost of £10 per sign.

43/2014

Quotation – no quotes had been received to give all wood play equipment a coat
of a oil based preservative annually. Referred to the Amenities Committee with
authority to act.

44/2014

Meeting Closed – 22.08.

Signature:

……………………………………………… (Cllr. Mrs Muriel)
Chairman

Date:

13 March 2014
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Cllr. Ward

Clerk

